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Christine Merkel is head of the division of Culture, Communication and Memory of 
the World at the German Commission for UNESCO in Bonn. 
 
As an historian and psychologist, she is mainly involved in promoting foreign cultural 
relations. In 2015 and 2018 she co-authored the first and second UNESCO Global 
Report Kulturpolitik neu | gestal-ten.  
 
The German Commission for UNESCO and the division headed by Christine Merkel 
since 2007 fulfil the tasks of the Contact Center for Diversity of Cultural Expressions 
and, since 2009, the Office of Intangible Cultural Heritage.  
 
In addition, she mediated knowledge partnerships with Arab transition countries within 

the CONNEXXIONS and SouthMed CV funding programme. Christine Merkel was also 

chairwoman of the Council of Europe’s Culture Committee and adviser to the Foreign 

Affairs Committee in the European Parliament from 2008 to 2011. Since 2011 she has 

been a member of the worldwide UNESCO Expert Facility on the Governance of Cul-

ture. 
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